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DIABLO WATER DISTRICT 
 

REGULATION NO. 15 
 

RECORDATION OF LIENS AND CERTIFICATES OF LIEN 
FOR DELINQUENCY FOR WATER OR OTHER SERVICES PROVIDED 

 
Section I. District Authority for Liens and Certificates of Liens 

A. Diablo Water District (DWD or District) is organized as a County Water 

District pursuant to California Water Code sec. 31000 et seq.  

B. Water Code sec. 31701.5 authorizes a County Water District to record liens 

in order to secure payment of unpaid and delinquent charges for water or 

services provided to customers of the district. In certain circumstances, the 

District may place a lien against the property to which water service was 

provided. In other circumstances, the District may place a lien against all real 

property in the County of Contra Costa owned by the person responsible for 

payment of chargers for water or other services provided. 

C. In those instances where water service is provided to the owner of the 

property receiving such service, the District’s Board of Directors authorizes 

the recordation of lien against that property in accordance with the provisions 

of Water Code section 31701.5, and as it may be amended from time to time 

by the Legislature. The District’s Board of Directors further authorizes the 

General Manager to execute and direct the recordation of such liens on behalf 

of the District. 

D. In those instances where the General Manager finds it is in the best interests 
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of DWD to record a certificate of lien against the person responsible for 

payment of the unpaid and delinquent charges for water or other services 

provided by the District, the General Manager is authorized to execute and 

direct the recordation of a certificate of lien in accordance with the provisions 

of Water Code section 31701.7 and such other applicable law. 

Section II. Notice to Property Owner 

A. In furtherance of fulfilling its legal obligations, the District seeks to comply 

with Water Code sections 31701.6 (notice to property owner) and such other 

applicable legal authority as the situation might warrant when seeking a lien 

pursuant to Water Code section 31701.5. 

B. Water Code section 31701.6 requires that the delinquency exist for at least 

sixty (60) days. 

Section III. Release of Lien 

A. Upon payment of the outstanding charges secured by a lien, or where the 

General Manager deems it to be in the best interests of the District or such 

other lawfully issued directive, the Board of Directors authorizes the General 

Manager to timely execute and direct recordation of a release of lien with 

respect to any lien filed in accordance with this policy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  


