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DIABLO WATER DISTRICT 
 

REGULATION NO. 116 
 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN FOR HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS 
 
 
Section I. Purpose and Authority      

A. This plan establishes the procedures to be followed in the event of a release 

or threatened release of a hazardous material.  It defines the responsibilities 

of the employees of the District in the detection, reporting, repair and 

cleanup of leaks and spills of hazardous chemicals and the prevention of 

injury therefrom.  It is established pursuant to Section 25503.5 of the 

California Health and Safety Code. 

Section II. Inventory of Hazardous Materials       

A. The following hazardous chemicals are stored at all times at the District’s 

Facilities: 

 Blending Facility 
 

Chemical 
 

Maximum Amount at 
Any Time 

Percentage of 
Composition 

Sodium Hypochlorite 2796 gal. 12.5% 

Ammonium Hydroxide 550 gal. 19.5% 

Hydrofluosilicic Acid 700 gal. 23-25% 
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Delta Coves Chemical Facility 
 

Chemical 
 

Maximum Amount at 
Any Time 

Percentage of 
Composition 

Sodium Hypochlorite  500 gal. 12.5% 

Ammonium Hydroxide  60 gal. 19.5% 
 
 
Glen Park Well 

 
Chemical 

 

Maximum Amount at 
Any Time 

Percentage of 
Composition 

Sodium Hypochlorite  500 gal 12.5% 
 
 
Stonecreek Well 

 
Chemical 

 

Maximum Amount at 
Any Time 

Percentage of 
Composition 

Sodium Hypochlorite  500 gal 12.5% 
 
 
South Park Well 

 
Chemical 

 

Maximum Amount at 
Any Time 

Percentage of 
Composition 

Sodium Hypochlorite  500 gal 12.5% 
 
 

Section III. Emergency Equipment.  

A. First aid equipment and fire extinguishers are  

available at the Facilities and the District office.  The Facilities have eye 

washes and showers. 
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Section IV. Response to Emergencies.    

A. The recommended procedure for responding to a release or threat of release 

of a hazardous chemical is shown in the following table: 

Chemical Signs of Release or Threat Recommended Procedure 

Sodium Hypochlorite Odor of chlorine 
Pale yellow-green, 
clear liquid 

- Notify supervisor for 
fix. 

- Wear protective 
clothing. 

- For small spills; apply 
absorbent material, 
clean up, and dispose 
properly. 

- For large uncontained 
spills; stay upwind and 
call 911 

Ammonium Hydroxide Odor pungent 
Clear; Transparent 

- Notify supervisor for 
fix. 

- Dilute with water. 
- For large uncontained 

spills; stay upwind and 
call 911 

Hydrofluosilicic Acid - White or yellowish 
liquid. 

- Pungent odor. 

- Notify supervisor for 
fix. 

- Wear protective 
clothing. 

- For small spills; apply 
absorbent material, 
clean up, and dispose 
properly. 

- For large uncontained 
spills; stay upwind and 
call 911 
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Section V. Notification of Emergency.   

A. If the spill, escape, or release of a hazardous material poses a significant 

present or potential hazard to health and safety or to the environment, the 

operator or supervisor on duty shall call 911 and report the following: 

1. location of the accident or threatened release; 

2. name of person reporting; 

3. the chemical involved; 

4. estimate of quantity; and 

5. potential hazards. 

B. The call should not be made under circumstances that put the caller in 

danger. 

C. Additional notice shall be given to Contra Costa County Health Services 

Department (925-646-1112) and the State Office of Emergency Services  

(1-800-852-7550). 

D. If there is a doubt whether there is a hazard or the threat is significant, 

personnel should err to the side of caution and make the reports. 

E. All District personnel should be notified of the occurrence and nature of 

any health or safety hazard. 

Section VI. Non-Hazardous Incidents.    

A. If there is reasonable belief that the incident does not pose a present or 

potential hazard to health, safety, or the environment, the Supervisor on 
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duty shall be notified immediately, who shall direct the repair, clean up and 

disposal procedures. 

Section VII. Evacuation Procedures for Hazardous Incidents.    

A. In the event of a hazardous material incident which poses a present or 

potential danger to health or safety, the operator on duty shall determine 

whether the entire Facility or only a portion thereof shall be evacuated, and 

he shall immediately direct the necessary evacuation.  Employees shall exit 

the Facility or the affected portion and move to a safe position upwind to 

await further instruction. 

Section VIII. Employee Training.   

A. All personnel who work at the District’s Facilities shall receive information 

and training in handling hazardous materials promptly after being hired and 

annually thereafter.  Training shall include: 

1. explanation of the injuries that can result from exposure to hazardous 

chemicals; 

2. methods and procedures for unloading, storing, handling, and using 

hazardous chemicals; 

3. measures to avoid leaks, spills, and accidents involving chemicals; 

4. recognition and evaluation of chemical leaks and spills; 

5. procedures for evacuation of the Facilities, repair of leaks, and clean up 

and disposal of leaked or spilled chemicals. 
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B. Records shall be kept of the date and the instruction given to each 

employee. 

Section IX. Other District Directives.  

A. The District’s program for the prevention of injury and illness is contained 

in Regulation No. 115.  The actions to be taken in the event of major 

interruptions of the District’s water supply functions are set forth in the 

District’s Emergency Plans. 


