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DIABLO WATER DISTRICT 
 

REGULATION NO. 103 
 

PROCEDURES FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

 
 
Section I. Purpose and Authority 

A. These procedures are adopted, pursuant to Public Resources Code § 21082, 

as the objectives, criteria and procedures for the evaluation of projects and 

the preparation of environmental impact reports and negative declarations 

pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”). 

Section II. State Guidelines Incorporated by Reference 

A. The State Guidelines for Implementation of CEQA, as prescribed and as 

from time to time hereafter amended by the Secretary of Resources 

pursuant to Public Resources Code § 21083 (14 California Administrative 

Code § 15000, et seq.), are hereby adopted by incorporation by reference.  

See State Guidelines § 15050 (f).  The words “local agency” wherever used 

in the State Guidelines shall mean the District unless manifestly 

incompatible with the intent of the State Guidelines. 

Section III. Exempt Activities 

A. The following activities are exempt from the requirements of CEQA for 

which no environmental impact report or negative declaration is required. 

1. Ministerial Projects.  See State Guidelines § 15073.  “Ministerial 

projects” include actions that do not involve discretion and where the 
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only determination that has to be made is whether there has been 

compliance with the District’s applicable regulations.  The following are 

normally ministerial: 

(a) The connection or relocation of a customer’s service line that 

does not invoice a main extension and does not overburden 

the District’s distribution system. 

(b) Installation of a backflow prevention device. 

B. Other acts may be determined to be ministerial on a case-by case basis. 

1. Feasibility and Planning Studies (See State Guidelines § 15072) 

2. Emergency Projects (See State Guidelines § 15071) 

3. Categorically Exempt Projects (See State Guidelines Article 8, 

commencing with § 15100).  The following is a list of specific activities 

of the District which are categorically exempt. 

(a) Class 1:  Existing Facilities (See State Guidelines § 15101) 

(i) Normal repair, maintenance and operation of the water 

treatment plant, mains, facilities and equipment used in 

the normal operations of the District. 

(ii) Minor alterations of the foregoing that involve 

negligible or no expansion of use. 

(b) Class 2: Replacement or Reconstruction (See State 

Guidelines § 15102) 
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(c) Class 3: New Construction or Conversion of Small 

Structures (See State Guidelines § 15103) 

(d) Class 4:   Minor Alterations to Land (See State 

Guidelines § 15104) 

(i) Installation of mains, pipes, valves and appurtenances by 

excavation, backfilling, and if necessary, repaving, 

provided the trenching is minor and the surface is 

restored. 

(ii) Landscaping. 

(iii) Grading with a slope of less than 10% without removal 

of mature scenic trees. 

(e) Class 6: Information Collection (See State Guidelines § 

15106) 

(f) Class 9: Inspections (See State Guidelines § 15109) 

(g) Class 11: Accessory Structures (See State Guidelines § 

15111) 

(h) Class 12: Surplus Government Property Sales (See State 

Guidelines      § 15112)   

(i) Sales of real or personal property of the District which 

has been declared to be surplus by the Board of 

Directors. 

 


